
August 15, 2019   

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner Hall 

was absent.     

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 6th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson shared with the board a letter received from the Minnesota Department of Education regarding 

the Certification of Minimum Local Support Requirement for 2020 for the Public Library; the minimum 

amount of support being $71,960.   Additional discussion centered around the Lake Agassiz Library system 

and the link sites for the library.   

At 9:45 a.m. Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, presented the board with an update on 

the Hwy 75 project as board members were hearing many scenarios on what is happening with the project.  

Mr. Ramstad stated that he had been in conversation with Houston Engineering and they had noted that the 

contractor will be pulling out of Hendrum, probably next week, to move up to Halstad to try to get the south 

end of Halstad done in order to assist with beet harvest traffic.  RJ Zavoral will be coming back into the 

county on Monday to work on the Hwy 9 project south of Ada to the county line.  Mr. Ramstad is hopeful 

that if the state contractor pulls out of Hendrum, that Zavoral will still be able to work on the CR 25 road 

raise west of Hendrum to get that portion of the county road raise project done.    

Bob also updated the board on the CSAH 18 temporary bridge replacement project.  He noted that last week 

they had been laying pipe and he is hopeful that it will be open to traffic later today.  He noted that some 

individuals have gone around the barricade and driven through the project.  He did state that the slope is 

better than what they initially projected, however, they will be posting the speed at 20 mph through the 

area.   

Mr. Ramstad also discussed the CR 24 bridge at the intersection of Hwy 200 which had been discussed at the 

last board meeting.  He provided the board with a couple of photos and explained that this is a laminated 

bridge deck, with large timbers that are shifting somewhat.  Bob made the recommendation that the county 

lower the axle weight to 7 tons on the bridge to get the heavy trucks off the bridge.  He noted that engineer 

Large was attending a District meeting, and would be consulting with others in regard to options for the 

bridge.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to reduce the axle weight on CR 24 to 7 tons for the two 

miles from CR 27 to Hwy 200.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Bob also noted that the Zavoral crew that was up in Crookston is to come down to start on the CSAH 3 

project in the next week or so.   

Discussion was brought forward on an invoice received by the A/T Office from the Highway Dept for L & M 

Road Service which was received after the bills had been processed for presenting to the board, with the 

question as to whether they would like to authorize payment for Friday, August 16th, or retain for the next 

board meeting.  Mr. Ramstad explained that this was actually for spraying that had been authorized in three 

ditches last year, but had not gotten done.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve paying 

Invoice #1093 from L & M Road Service in the amount of $1,603.10 on Friday, August 16th.  Commissioner 

Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:10 a.m. Chairman Redland called for a short break.   

At 10:15 a.m. County Attorney, James Brue, and Attorney David Hauff, addressed the board with regard to 

the litigation on the ART’s trail.  Mr. Hauff explained that the county won the case, however, a motion had 

been filed for Amended Findings and a hearing scheduled for later today.  Mr. Hauff had written up an 

agreement between Norman County and the Radke’s & Thornton’s providing an easement for existing 

crossings over the trail, as well as providing for drainage for those crossings.  He stated that if the board was 

in agreement with this, he would bring it to the judge and this would nullify the hearing later today.   

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the easement agreement over existing crossings, and 

providing for drainage of those crossings between Norman County and the Radke’s & Thornton’s.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Attorney Brue will bring a resolution to 

the next board meeting on this matter.   



Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve the bills as submitted:  

Revenue -- $14,446.27  Road & Bridge -- $91,219.32  Building -- $199.50 

Forfeited Tax -- $1,034.20 Public Health -- $2,675.10  Solid Waste -- $1,163.06 

County Homes -- $2,000.77  TOTAL -- $112,738.22 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 10:35 a.m.  

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 

 

 


